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• Builds stronger relationships with other children
• Promotes social harmony and, as a result, lowers
risks of bully-ish behaviour.

College Report

This Term our teachers will be engaging our students in a
number of activities to help them understand what it means to
be compassionate and why it is important. Here are some great
ideas that you might like to do at home:
1. Create your own gratitude journal or notebook

A MESSAGE FROM THE COLLEGE
DIRECTOR

2. Write a thank you letter to someone who has helped
you or has been a good friend

Dear Parents and Carers,

3. Make handmade Gratitude Boxes – a darling idea
from Meri Cherry

VISION AND VALUES
This term our focus is on our value of compassion.
Compassion is a feeling of deep sympathy for another
who is affected by misfortune or suffering, coupled with a
powerful desire to alleviate that pain.
Teaching children compassion is a vital part of their childhood
learning journey – and a skill that will help them throughout their
life. Through learning the importance of compassion, children
will learn how to be kind to themselves, others and help those in
need. As part of a broader skill set, compassion will help them
think creatively in situations, make decisions that inspire their
personal journey, and pursue life with purpose.
Helping children understand what others are feeling, the impact
of their own actions and the reasons behind why someone
might feel a certain way is a valuable life skill for children
because it:
• Encourages kindness, patience, acceptance and
tolerance of the self and others
• Cultivates a better understanding of others

4. Make a list of all the things you appreciate about
someone and give it to them
5. Read books about gratitude.
6. Create a simple gratitude board on a small white
board or chalkboard listing the things you are
thankful for
7. Talk about random acts of kindness

NAPLAN
In Weeks 4 and 5 of this term our students in Years 3, 5, 7
& 9 participated in the NAPLAN testing. This year all of the
NAPLAN tests will be done online, except for the Year 3 writing
assessment. As this is a one off test, we believe that your child’s
teacher has a much better understanding of what you child
knows and can do and most importantly, what they need to do
to improve.
The NAPLAN tests, assesses students literacy and numeracy
skills, including reading, writing, spelling, grammar, language
conventions and numeracy. Whilst the students have done a
practice test to get used to the online platform, there is no need

to study for these tests. The best preparation is to have a good
night sleep and have a healthy breakfast to start the day!

ANZAC DAY
Thank you to all of the families who came along to the ANZAC
Day march. It was wonderful to see students, parents and staff
taking the time to show their respect and honour our ANZACs.
A big thank you to our student leaders who participated in
the Dawn Service, Wreath Laying Ceremony and our school
ANZAC service.

Kerri Jones
College Director

LYN SHARRATT
This Term we have had a number of schools visit Meridan to
engage in some professional learning based on the research of
Lyn Sharratt. Lyn is a Canadian educator and researcher who
has published books such as Clarity and Putting Faces on the
Data to help teachers make sure that every student has the
opportunity to learn and be successful.
Our visiting teachers conducted learning walks and talks in
some of our classrooms and were extremely impressed by
what they saw and heard. Many of these teachers and leaders
commented on how well behaved our students were and how
orderly our classrooms are.
Lyn Sharratt herself, also joined us, all the way from Canada, on
a virtual visit to one of our Year 6 classes and was very pleased
with the quality of teaching and learning that she observed.

CURRICULUM REVIEW
One of the biggest items on the national education agenda in
2021 is a review of the Australian Curriculum – a document that
sets out the core knowledge and skills to be taught to students
from Prep to Year 10 – wherever they live in Australia.
The initial review process, led by the Australian Curriculum,
Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) and involving
hundreds of teachers, curriculum experts and academics
across Australia – is now open for ten weeks of public
feedback.

Sue Esposito
Principal
Primary School

Mark Seijbel
Principal
Secondary School
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A dedicated public feedback website was launched on April 29
and the head of ACARA is encouraging “as many parents as
possible” to get involved in the process, which will remain open
to submissions until July 8, 2021.

The P&C meets on a Tuesday, in the Rainforest Retreat.
Dates and times will be advertised prior to the meeting.

If you would like to have your say about what is taught in our
schools or just find out more information, please go to:

Monday to Friday 8.00am – 4.00pm

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/consultation

EXECUTIVE CENTRE OFFICE HOURS

CLIENT SERVICES
Monday to Friday 8.00am – 4.00pm

CASHIER OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.00am –12.00pm

UNIFORM SUPPLIERS
“The School Locker” is located in the Maroochydore
Homemaker Centre.
Kerri & the Exec Team
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http://theschoollocker.com.au/schools/meridan-state-colleg
e

RAINFOREST CAFÉ
Open Monday – Friday
Overseen by the P&C Executive Committee
Ph: 5490 2668

STUDENT ABSENCE TEXT LINES
Primary, Junior and Senior Secondary - Absences via
text message: 0429 784 249

Kind Regards
Jacs Judd
P&C President

WHOLE COLLEGE NEWS
EVENTS AT MERIDAN

(Note that this number is capable of texts only, you are unable to phone in
absences on this number.)

P&C NEWS
Dear Families, Students, Staff and Community Members

2021 is well underway with our Student Leaders demonstrating
their commitment to our College at two ceremonies so far,
Leadership Investiture and ANZAC Day.

Welcome to Term 2 of 2021. I hope you and your family are
keeping well and settled into the school year.
We as a P&C would like to thank the school community for
taking the time to answer and return our 'Just One Thing' letter.
We understand people have limited time in and around work
and family commitments and appreciate any assistance.
I am delighted to report that our tuckshop is in full swing,
serving up delicious and nutritious food and drink items on a
daily basis, along with providing catering to school functions.

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY
Week 3 saw us host our annual Mother’s Day Stall over
Thursday and Friday. The kids enjoyed coming up to the
counter and selecting that special gift for their mums and
grandmas. It is always a pleasure to see the students smiling
faces and to hear their amazing manners. We would like to say
a big Thank You to all those who volunteered over the two days,
we couldn't have done it without you.

MERIDAN FESTIVAL
Planning for our Bi-annual Meridan Festival on the Saturday 7
August, 11am - 4pm is in full swing. We are currently in the
planning and promoting stages. If you feel you would like to be
part of the committee, have a service to offer or volunteer some
time please contact pandc@meridansc.eq.edu.au. .
Each month we hold a P&C Meeting at 6:00pm , keep an eye
on Facebook for notices . Over the colder and wetter months of
winter we are returning to the use of an online platform, so there
is no need to leave the comfort of your house and you can be
part of the meeting, allowing you the opportunity to learn about
what is happening around the school, voice any concerns or
ideas you had and have a say in the outcomes.

Our Investiture guest speaker, Jarrod Bleijie MP, shared a story
from his experience at leadership camp in high school and
spoke of the importance of teamwork. An audience of parents,
carers and the Executive Team watched on as our leaders
were officially announced, presented with badges and took
their oath. This ceremony marked the exciting beginning of their
leadership journey in 2021.
ANZAC Day Assembly saw the attendance of local dignitaries
including Andrew Wallace MP, Jarrod Bleijie MP, Ian Harrison
of Caloundra RSL, Norman Jensen of the Lions Club along
with veterans and friends from our community. This assembly
was beautifully presented by our College and Primary Captains,
supported by their leadership team.
Meridan is privileged to have many talented musicians directed
by a team of dedicated teachers. We were moved by
performances from the wind ensemble, strings ensemble,
school choir and the school duo. Mr Hucknall was captivating
as he performed The Last Post and Reveille.
Throughout assembly, our entire student body demonstrated
the utmost respect and gratitude for the lives, past and present,
of our service men and women.

Later this term, Tuesday 22nd June, we will see the return of
our Primary Disco, which is always exciting.
Lastly with the weather starting to get colder the need for
jackets and jumpers is more prominent, if you have any uniform
requirements please feel free to pop into our Ancillary Services
building as we have a rack or 2 of pre-loved uniforms available
for purchase.
Thank you for your ongoing support of our Tuckshop, P&C
Association and College Community.
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Krystian H. who finished 12th in his 11 years boys race of 78
competitors. Congratulations to all.

SURF LIFESAVING CHAMPIONSHIPS

The success of these events is due to the continued dedication
of our Student Leaders and the hard work of many teaching
and non-teaching staff at Meridan.

Jacqui McBride
Marketing and Events Officer

MERIDAN MARVELLOUS MOMENTS
QLD STATE CHAMPION
Hudson and Fletcher attended the QLD Little Athletics State
Championships back in March. Both the boys did really well
however Fletcher had an amazing weekend and made the top
8 in all 5 events (100m, 200m, 400m long and high jump) and
actually came second in long jump and won the high jump with
a jump of 1.21m.

Meridan College had three amazing competitors at the recent
‘Aussies’, or Australian Surf Lifesaving Championships held
over three beaches of Maroochydore, Alexandra Headlands
and Mooloolaba over the fortnight of 16 -24 April. Anastasja
H, Riley U and Bodhi E all represented their Surf Club, along
with 1000’s of others from all over Australia. This event pits
competitors from all 315 Surf Clubs Australia wide and is the
largest event of its kind, only compared to the likes of the
Commonwealth Games.

Our students were outstanding in their events such as swim
race, ironman, board race and flags to name a few of the
480 different beach and ocean events. While these endurance
sports help keep our students extremely fit, they also serve
the purpose of training these young people to be the next
surf lifesavers, keeping our community safe from the potential
hazards we all face when enjoying our beautiful beaches.
Congratulations again to Anastasja, Riley and Bodhi, not only
your outstanding achievements at the recent ‘Aussies’ Event,
but for using those phenomenal skills to contribute to our
community by keeping our Sunshine Coast Beaches Safe for all
of us to enjoy.

Jason Hughey
Primary Sports Coordinator

NEWS FROM THE RESOURCE CENTRE
DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY
We had twenty four students representing Meridan Primary
at the District Cross Country Event at Maroochydore Cricket
Club. The course was wet, muddy, hot, hilly, rough and even
smelly in places. A real Cross Country track. Our students
were outstanding with their commitment to their races, their
behaviour and sportsmanship throughout the day.
A huge Well Done to all who participated, you made both Mr
Walker and myself proud. Our top competitors for the day were
Isla S. who finished 5th in the 11 years girls race and who
will now compete at the Regional Cross Country Event and
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AUTHOR VISIT IN THE RESOURCE
CENTRE
Ms Parker welcomed the author Rebecca Zammit to Meridan
who has written the beautiful book “A Poppy for Pa”, which is
inspired by own Great Grandfather.
The Year 3 students were all lucky to have a session with
Rebecca and learned all about the Anzac’s and hear all about
her own family history.
It was a wonderful treat for our Year 3 students.

We hope you all had a wonderful time and it was great to see
Meridan’s wonderful community spirit.

A big thank you to Mr Rees and Mr Brazell for organising our
musical talent to perform on the evening and all our amazing
helpers on the evening to make it all possible.

A VERY SUCCESSFUL BOOKWEEK
Ms Parker would like to say a huge thank you to our Meridan
community for coming out for our Book Fair Family Night to
support our annual Scholastic Book Fair.

Resource Centre Co-Ordinator
Fleur Parker

PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
It was so great to see so many students and their families come
along and enjoy the fun and entertainment and the amazing
costumes our students wore, were out of this world!

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIMARY
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents / Carers,
We have had some exciting things happen during the start of
this Term, and I wanted to give a special thank you to the
following:
To Julie Elder and her team for the successful NAPLAN online
for last week
To Fleur Parker and her team for organising Bookfair.
To Jason Hughey, Primary PE Co-Ordinator, for coordinating
the cross country and award giving.
To the dance teachers for providing our students with an
unforgettable experience at their first Dance Eisteddfod.

It was also great to showcase our student’s musical talent with
the Junior Year 3 to Year 6 Choir sing their hearts out and then
listen to our Secondary music superstars take the stage for the
evening.

To Bonnie, our lovely grounds person, for keeping our wildlife
safe in our school grounds.

Miss Donna the balloon artist finally got through her big line as
we made sure everyone got their balloon to take home!

We are so lucky to have an Echidna visiting us on the school
grounds at the moment.
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Our Environmental Team is making sure that all our wonderful
wildlife on the school grounds is being well taken care of.

Sally Gower
Primary Teacher
Sue Esposito
Primary School Principal

PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
NEWS FROM THE PRIMARY
TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT

INTERVENTION TEACHER AIDES
Here at Meridan State College we have wonderful staff who
dedicate their time and skills in supporting students across
the P-12 campus. I would like to acknowledge the amazing
intervention teacher aides working across the P-4 sector. They
have an array of skills and knowledge which is implemented
each day through our support intervention programs.

Coding Club students having fun a lunchtime in the digital
technology classroom.
For anyone who would like to join this awesome activity, Prep
to Year 2 is on Monday, Yr 5 and 6 are on Tuesday and Yr 3
and 4 are on Wednesday.

Nicky, Kristi, Melanie and Ashlee

Angela

These programs cover many areas across reading, writing and
numeracy.
Preps and Year 1 coding our BeeBots using coding cards to
plan their code.

Intervention programs are delivered in many ways including
small group and one-to-one situations. In P-2 we have Nicky
Weston, Kristi Pritchard, Melanie Barrett and Ashlee Liddell. In
year 3 and 4 we have Angela Leitch. If you get a chance to see
these lovely ladies throughout your day, please take the time
to say thanks for all that they do in supporting our students
through their learning journey.

Year 4 students have worked really hard using block code to
make virtual pets with Microbits.

Christine McKenzie
STLaN Prep,Year 1 & 2
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SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS
MESSAGE FROM THE SECONDARY
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Please check out our Facebook page for our Secondary
Principal’s latest report.

HIGH TEA AT ELEMENTS CAFÉ
EXCURSION
In late April the eleven Hospitality classes visited Montville and
partook in a High Tea at Elements café. They had a wonderful
time and learnt all about the presentation and the food involved
in a High Tea.

The students are presenting their own High Tea to parents and
friends at Meridan College on Saturday 5 June.
Mark Seijbel
Principal – Secondary School

SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS
CABOTS INDUSTRY SUPPORT
Our students studying Furnishings within the Industrial
Technology Faculty here at Meridan would sincerely like to
thank Aidan Lamb from Cabot's Queensland for coming on
board with product boards that we now have proudly displayed
in out TS09 Senior Workshop.
This valuable display of Cabot's Premium Woodcare products
will assist students in the correct selection of finishing materials
for their timber projects that they will be making over the coming
years. To have this full product display on hand will ensure
that students will be selecting the best and most appropriate
surface finishes with Australia's leading and most recognised
brand on the market. Once again, on behalf of our Furnishing
Teachers and Students, thank you for this support.

Our students studying Furnishings within the Industrial
Technology Faculty here at Meridan would sincerely like to
thank Aidan Lamb from Cabot's Queensland for coming on
board with product boards that we now have proudly displayed
in out TS09 Senior Workshop.
This valuable display of Cabot's Premium Woodcare products
will assist students in the correct selection of finishing materials
for their timber projects that they will be making over the coming
years. To have this full product display on hand will ensure
that students will be selecting the best and most appropriate
surface finishes with Australia's leading and most recognised
brand on the market.

This is an assessment project for them

FIRST BATCH COFFEE EXCURSION
In Week 3 of this Term our Year 11 Hospitality students visited
First Batch Coffee Roasters. Our students learnt all about the
skills of being an excellent barista.
They saw coffees made, tasted coffee and saw the roasting
process

GINGER FACTORY EXCURSION
In week 4 of this Term, 120 Year 9 Food Technology students
went on an excursion to The Ginger Factory and Nutworks.

We have been learning all about the production of natural food
sources, particularly foods grown and produced locally. We
have focused on ginger, honey, coffee and dairy products.
Students learnt all about the importance of bees and how
ginger and macadamias are grown.

Once again, on behalf of our Furnishing Teachers and Students,
thank you for this support.
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MANTLE CLOCKS
The Year 10 Furnishing students are busy making mantle clock,
we have had some wonderful creations.

Some fun sessions including wearing beer goggles to simulate
trying to walk a straight line, unlock a door and catch a ball
whilst under the influence of alcohol.

Kind Regards

Lorraine Lehmann
HOD Design Technology

In the afternoon practical sessions, students experienced what
it was like in the rehabilitation areas of Occupational Therapy
and Physiotherapy. Trying to make a vegemite sandwich and
button up a shirt was quite a challenge with only one arm.
The wonderful staff running the program commented on our
Meridan College students being polite and very engaged.

P.A.R.T.Y PROGRAM
Recently a group of our senior students took part in the
P.A.R.T.Y Program – Prevent Alcohol and Risk-Related Trauma
in Youth. The Program was run by Sunshine Coast University
Hospital and is aimed at providing teenagers with information
about trauma that will enable them to recognise potential injury
producing situations, make prevention orientated choices, and
adapt behaviour that minimises unnecessary risk.

Tracey Weickhardt
School Based Youth Health Nurse

COMMUNITY NEWS
DENTAL VAN INFORMATION
The School Dental Service provides child
friendly dental care with no out of pocket
expenses to children who are:
Students received quite confronting presentations from
Queensland Ambulance Service, Police, Trauma staff, a
surgeon and Intensive Care/Organ Donation nurse. Rotations
occurred through ICU, Orthopaedic Gym and Emergency
Department where students were hands on in the mock
attempted resuscitation of a young person. This included CPR,
administration of drugs, use of monitors, fluids and blood,
careful documentation and the experience of having to decide
as a resuscitation team when it was time to cease treatment
and call ‘time of death’. This was a very powerful experience.
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• Queensland residents or attend a Queensland school
and eligible for Medicare
• And meet at least one of the following criteria:
- aged 4 years or older and have not completed Year
10 or
- aged 2 -17 years if eligible for the Medicare Child
Dental Benefits Schedule or
- hold or be listed as a dependent on, a valid
Centrelink concession card.
Meridan Mobile Dental Clinic, located behind the LDC, is
currently offering dental care to year 8 and Prep students. The
medical/ consent form can be accessed by following this link:

https://www.health.qld.gov.au/sunshinecoast/html/services/or
al-home
Please complete in full and return to student services no later
than Friday 14th May.
All other year levels have been offered care. If your child has
missed out, please contact the school dental van on
0412369343 to access an appointment for your child.
Oral health staff are observing covid19 safe protocols for
visitors, screening patients before entry and requesting only one
parent/guardian attend the appointment. You will be asked to
sign in and limit the number of siblings present, particularly if
they are not receiving treatment. If you or your child feels unwell
or have recently travelled overseas or interstate, we ask that
you phone dental staff prior to the appointment.
If your child has a toothache or a dental emergency please
contact staff directly on 0412369343.
Thank you for helping us ensure everyone stays safe and
healthy. We look forward to seeing you and looking after your
child’s oral health.
Tween Talk: A Girls' Guide to Making Good Decisions
For Girls aged 9-12 years
Come and join us for a morning dedicated to helping your
pre-teen learn some useful tools to help her make better
choices and navigate decisions more effectively.
For more information visit:
http://www.headstartpsychology.com.au/
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